Both authors have already tried their hand at writing historical novels previously. Brandes had written about the Dead Sea Sect ‫האהבה(‬ ‫את‬ ‫)לכבות‬ and about the biblical period ‫ג(‬ ‫6,)מלכים‬ and Maggie Anton is the author of a trilogy about Rashi's daughters. 7 We note that the issues they had previously concentrated on seem to circumvent the Talmud-Brandes wrote about the forerunners of rabbinic literature and Anton about its greatest commentatoras though they were both keeping away from the very heart of Judaism which they were studying. But they both finally arrived there, and at the same time-2012.
Brandes and Anton have more in common: Not only are they women writing historical novels on the Talmud, they also both write in first person singular feminine. In other words, both speak in the name of a female heroine, who was supposed to have lived at the time about which they report, both women who are mentioned prominently in their sources-Brandes uses Rabbi Aqiva's wife as her storyteller, and Anton, Bat Rav Hisda. In so doing, both women put into practice what feminist scholarship in all disciplines, and also in the study of rabbinic literature, preach-pull the woman out of the margin and put her in the centre. Anton and Brandes are thus products of the same historicalintellectual milieu. In the following lines I will describe this milieu in greater detail and show how their work fits into it. I will concentrate on three points: A. Rabbinic biography; B. Feminist rabbinic readings and C. Between the Land of Israel and Babylonia.
The Death of Rabbinic Biography
In 1936 in New York Louis Finkelstein published a biography of Rabbi Aqiva.8 This is a classic example of how rabbinic biography was written at the time.
